
 

 

Radical Community 

Cohesion 

Monoprint, rust marks, 

print, stamp, bleach, tack, 

layer. The experimental 

and tactile fabric 

techniques used. 

Saw, hammer, nail, level, 

drill, screw. The physical 

construction of the quilting 

frame. 

Smile, tea, tentative chat, 

working separately 

alongside each other, 

sharing tools then creating 

together. The process of 

The Peoples Quilt. 

Breightmet Long Arm 

Quilting Studio, a 

community based creative quilting group and The Video Box, a 

community production company in Bolton are leading on this co-

designed project which explores both difference and connection. 

The Awards for All funded project grew from notable tension in the 

community between differing groups, new and established residents. 

The Peoples Quilt will offer shared connection and experience for these 

differing groups but also hopes to take a radical stance and 

communicate powerful messages of cohesion. Quilts are steeped in 

radical history, activist quilts, from political or celebratory quilts to secret 

codes stitched in quilts used to help slaves escape in America.   

The Peoples Quilt brings people together through craft.  Working on a 

shared mission participants, experiment, trial and redesign to create a 

collaborative artwork with wording and motifs that encompass and 

include all aspects of the community. Contemporary and traditional 
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techniques are shared and the heritage of the participants echoed in the 

design. 

2 groups initially work separately, then will be brought together once a 

shared experience of the textile techniques has been established, 

fostering common ground.  The groups’ include refugees and asylum 

seekers and a group of women recruited through visits to existing local 

organisations and ex industrial machinists. 

“We stitched some trees for the Stitch-A-Tree project to show support for 

refugees. Had a brilliant session today, discussed potential content for 

the finished Quilt and played around with some different techniques and 

ideas.” 

The Peoples Quilt participant 

Men in Sheds will construct a quilting frame for the project, utalising local 

skills and creating a reusable resource. Video, interviews and media will 

play an important part, aiding communication and documentation with a 

wider audience.   

The eventual outcome is unknown, people will be facilitated to co-design 

artwork at a practical level but also share ideas, conversations and 

interactions, developing their own ambition for The Peoples Quilt 

together. There is potential for satellite groups, touring the quilt and 

exhibitions.  The group will make these decisions, vote on creative 

direction and take ownership of the life of the quilt.  It is hoped that that 

quilt and videos will incorporate words, motifs and messages important 

to the creators and become artistic and influential pieces of social 

documentation and artefact for the Breightmet area. 

Find out more about The Peoples Quilt, Breightmet Long Arm Quilting 

Studio and The Video Box through Facebook and Twitter and look out 

for The Peoples Quilt Exhibition in 2018! #peoplesquilt  

Email: jen_gilmour@yahoo.co.uk 

Facebook: @ThePeoplesQuilt / @thevideobox / 
@BrieghtmetLongArmQuiltingStudio 
Twitter: @Alongarmquilter @thevideoboxtv  
 

http://www.facebook.com/BreakdownBolton


 

 


