
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bolton’s Ambition for Ageing Spending Roadshow  

Bolton Community and Voluntary Services 

In partnership with Age UK Bolton and Bolton at Home 
 

What we did 

Our Spending Roadshow was developed to ensure 

that older people from 3 geographical areas and from 

diverse communities were able to participate in 

decision making for the small investments programme 

for Ambition for Ageing in Bolton.  Taking the decision 

making to neighbourhoods each event was shaped 

and designed to be inclusive working in partnership 

with key community and voluntary sector 

organisations within the areas.  Our Spending 

Roadshow used a participatory budgeting style 

method, bringing residents together to pitch ideas for 

small investments in front of an audience of their 

peers who participated in voting for the projects they 

wanted to see happen.  

To make these events a success we used the skills 

and networks of Bolton CVS’s engagement and group 

development team, enabling us to offer face to face 

development support with community members, 

supporting them with their pitch ideas and pitch 

delivery.   

We also worked with partner organisations to 

encourage local residents to attend and play their role 

in allocating small investments.  This was facilitated in 

a social environment which provided an opportunity 

for people to build stronger community connections. 

The three events took place in Halliwell UCAN Centre, 

Hibbert Community Centre and Eldon Extra Care Unit. 

They provided a method for us to engage with new 

people, explore new project ideas and empower 

community members to play an active role in 

distributing investments.  Holding the events in these 

venues enabled people who would not usually be 

engaged in decision making to be involved and play an 

active role. 

 

Our Spending Roadshow aimed to: 

 Provide accessible opportunities for people 

aged 50 + to engage in our investment 

programme. 

 Empower residents from marginalised 

groups to play an active role in decision 

making and in shaping their community to 

become more age friendly. 

 Provide opportunities for residents to share 

local assets and build social connections 

with their peers. 

“The tenants really enjoyed being 

involved it was great that they could 

understand the process. Your staff and 

volunteers were great and so helpful” 

Sustainable Tenancy Advisor, Eldon 
Extra Care Unit.  

How we achieved our aims 

Building on existing strengths we facilitated 3 

successful events, which enabled 139 older residents 

to allocate £29,631 to 23 new and exciting projects. 

Each event was designed around the needs and 

strengths of the audience, with appropriate support 

put in place to enable everyone to be fully involved in 

making decisions that will make their community 

more age friendly. 


