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Ambition for Ageing is a Greater Manchester wide programme led by 
GMCVO and funded by the Big Lottery Fund. Bolton’s Ambition for Ageing 
programme is being delivered in partnership with Bolton CVS, Age UK and 
Bolton at Home and aims to build Age Friendly Communities in Halliwell, 
Crompton and Tonge with the Haulgh areas.  
 
Effective partnerships between the Voluntary Sector Development Lead for 
Bolton NHS Foundation Trust (NHSFT) and the Intermediate Care Team 
fostered a new relationship between the Ambition for Ageing programme and 
the NHSFT, working together to provide an integrated approach to health and 
social care in Bolton.  
 

Darley Court is a bedded rehabilitation 
unit for residents who are coming out of 
hospital but are not ready to return 
home. Through the collaboration 
between Ambition for Ageing and 
NHSFT, staff at Darley Court shared 
the things they do to provide a good 
quality of life for those staying in the 
unit and also identified some of the 
barriers they face when trying to 
provide a stimulating range of activities 
and social connections between 
residents and the wider community.   
 
Darley Court has been supported to 
apply for two small investments both of 
which were successful.   
 
They will now be delivering a 

community allotment and animal therapy sessions with Darley Court.  These 
two projects aim to provide opportunities for participants to engage in physical 



activities which provide cognitive stimulation, sensory enjoyment, skill 
development and social connections.  
 
Building on from this partnership the Ambition for Ageing Team have booked 
a presentation with the Intermediate Care at Home Team to build a stronger 
relationship and raise awareness of what the voluntary and community sector 
can offer to their patients.  
 
As well as awarding two investments, the Ambition for Ageing Team has 
introduced Darley Court staff to the Asda Community Champion.  Christine is 
working on a new project with them which will bring children from a local 
nursery into the unit. They will be doing regular visits to build relationships 
with the residents, and ASDA will be funding the activities including afternoon 
tea parties.  
 

 


