
         Volunteering Forum

 Meeting held on Monday 4th April 2011
 THE BOLTON HUB
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Welcome & Introduction:

Heather Potter introduced herself and welcomed everyone to the meeting.  In Justine’s absence Heather chaired the meeting.

Apologies
Apologies, as shown above had been received from those unable to attend the Forum.
Minutes of the Last Meeting 
Minutes of the last forum meeting accepted as an accurate record. 
Heather gave a brief explanation of the agenda items.
Presentations
The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service
George Almond from the North West Voluntary service provided information about the Queen’s Award for Voluntary services. In year 2010 about 15 groups have been awarded. He also gave an explanation of who can apply for the Award, eligibility of the groups, how to complete the form, nominations should be done by September, announcements will be in June 2012 on the Queen’s birthday.   A local award will be presented by the Mayor.

George invited members if they have any queries about the Award nomination, application etc. George also encouraged members to apply for the award.

You can find more information on the website: www.direct.gov.uk/thequeensawardforvoluntaryservice 

Hoot – Credit Union
Samantha Marshall from Hoot – Credit Union provided information about their services to communities. She also gave an overview of the not for profit organization and how to access the service which is open to everybody who lives, studies or works in Bolton. 
Samantha also mentioned that they work with schools to encourage children to save money.  There are loans available. They also provide resources, facilities and training on various aspects, support and help available for members. She gave out handouts to members. 
BRASS

Sylvie from BRASS talked about their services to asylum seekers & refugees in Bolton. They run a small charity which is supported by volunteers.  They provide advice & guidance about services available for them, help & support in their cases, applying for citizenship and applying for jobs.  BRASS provides various activities to refugees & asylum seekers e.g. sports, sewing, art computer & IT, ESOL & cookery classes. They also run the Destitution Project which is supported by churches and local charities. They also in need of financial support to provide food and toiletries to people in destitution. Karen Minnitt asked for more info, flyers etc. to advertise in the community.
Heather invited members to discuss issues around funding cuts and the impact on their services, members enjoyed getting involved in the discussion.

AOB
Heather handed out an evaluation form of the Forum for members to complete.

Peter Sloan suggested members to encourage their volunteers to join with Bolton Time Bank to count their hours of volunteering.
Natalie from NSPCC informed members about an event taking place on 7th July 2011 at the Last Drop, they also required volunteers during the day. If anybody is interested please contact Natalie.

Pam Jessop sign posts people about what’s going on in the community in the Halliwell area, if any group organizing an event or forum please let volunteer Centre know.
It was suggested that from next forum meeting we’ll do rapid introduction exercise, more networking, any new opportunities available, recruiting volunteers etc.

Heather Potter thanked members and speakers for their attendance. 

Date of Next Meeting:   
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