
         Volunteering Forum

 Meeting held on Monday 31st January 2011
 THE BOLTON HUB
Attendance:
Pam Jessop

          Simeon Centre
Sandra Clarkson

MHIST

Zoe Hill


Nexus 

Patricia Allen  

WRVS
Tammy Whittaker

Homestart

Carol Pearson

Bolton College

Helen Matthews

NSPCC

Nathalie Coverley

NSPCC

Jane Fallen


NHS
Ruth Wilson


Victim Support

Peter Sloan


HMCS

Gary Jones


Simeon Centre

Chris Buckley


CEBUC

Lynn Collier


Bolton at Home

Genaly Ngovnou

Volunteer Centre

Lafric Nguetsop



Sandra Clarkson

Mhist

Justine Watson

Bolton Society for Blind People

Rebecca Phillips

Bolton Lads & Girls Club

Ellie Stitt


Vinvolved Team

Su Lewis


Vinvolved Team

Apologies:
Fiona Wigglesworth
          Action for Children
Susan Howarth


Peter Worsley                   Making Space

Catherine Skeleton

Bolton Mediation
Jean Jones


Westhoughton Visinting Centre

Peter Harmer


Thicketford Centre

Roshan Mohamed

BAND

Welcome & Introduction:

Heather Potter introduced herself and welcomed everyone to the meeting. Justine chaired the meeting.
Apologies
Apologies, as shown above had been received from those unable to attend the Forum.
Minutes of the Last Meeting 
Minutes of the last forum meeting accepted as an accurate record. 
Justine gave a brief explanation of the agenda items.
Presentations
The Co-operative College

Emma Wilders from the Co-operative College provided information about their services to the communities world wide. She also gave an explanation of Co-operative values and principles linked to volunteering, equal rights, help & support available, social care etc. Members enjoyed taking part in a little exercise about co-operative values. 
Job Centre Plus - ‘Get Britain Working’ initiative
Maureen Stafford from the Job Centre Plus provided information about their services to the communities. She also gave an overview on recent changes, effects and future plans, how to access Job Centre Plus services etc. 
She also mentioned the support and help about getting into work, working measures, work programmes and volunteering. They also provide resources & facilities and work clubs for unemployed people. They work in partnership with colleges, employers, Government and the voluntary sector. She gave out handouts to members. 
She also provided information about the digital services within the Job Centre Plus, working in communities locally and nationally.

AOB
Justine handed out an evaluation form of the Forum for members to complete.

Heather informed members about the Speed Matching Volunteers workshop on 14th February. She also gave out flyers about the event.
Ellie informed members that their project Vinvolved team is going to end in March 2011 due to funding cuts.
Peter Sloan informed members that the High Court ruled last week on a case of a volunteer who took a Citizens Advice Bureau to tribunal saying she had been discriminated against.

The case ended at the High Courts of Justice.  He asked the group to consider how confident they and their trustees would feel in presenting a case in front of a tribunal?  He also asked the group to consider whether their policies or the policies of the organisations that they work with stand up to the scrutiny of High Court Judges?

Natalie from NSPCC informed members there is an event on 7th July 2011 at the Last drop, they also required volunteers during the day. If anybody is interested please contact Natalie.

Justine Watson from Bolton Society for Blind People informed members about a Peer Support group that she is trying to set up.  If anybody would like to join, share experience, advice & guidance please get in touch with Justine.

Justine Watson (the chair) thanked members and speakers for their attendance. 

Date of Next Meeting:   
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In Attendance:





Heather Potter	         Volunteer Centre Bolton


Shahenaz Patel       	         Volunteer Centre Bolton


Hava Yakub	                   Volunteer Centre Bolton


Joan Manville     	         Volunteer Centre Bolton
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